Scotland’s library
CI LI ps and information
12 November 2025 professionals

Robertson House, 152 Bath Street, Glasgow, G2 4TB

email: admin@cilips.org.uk

Fife Council
Fife House
North Street
Glenrothes

Dear Councillor,

The Chartered Institute of Library and Information Professionals in Scotland (CILIPS) is the leading
professional body for librarians in Scotland and our members work in all sectors, including several in
school libraries in Fife.

We are writing to you to raise our significant worries about the current school library service in Fife.
Over several years we have been contacted by both librarians and parents about cuts and de-
professionalisation and have raised this with officers but have had little response. We understand
that Unison have now also raised their concerns and we would like to put our support behind that.

Over the past few years, we understand that school libraries have been gradually de-valued and
many staff de-professionalised. This has seen schools left without librarians or less qualified staff
delivering libraries and often with decreasing funding. This runs counter to a range of evidence that
supports the impact school libraries, staffed by appropriately qualified school librarians, can have on
educational outcomes.

Recently Sweden made it a legal requirement for schools to have school librarians, and the UK
Government have made school libraries a priority and we continue to urge both local and national
government in Scotland to do the same. Pupils in Fife are being left with a postcode lottery of library
provision, and this is unacceptable.

We recognise that the current local government funding model means difficult decisions need to be
made and we have written to the Scottish Government about this and have also made it clear that
we think school librarians need greater protection. However, we strongly disagree with cuts being
made gradually over time with little consultation. Cuts to school libraries will further create a
growing divide in social class and opportunity and it is important parents understand that.

As our evidence bank shows, school librarians provide essential support to curriculum delivery, and
research indicates that children who can use a school library have higher attainment and confidence.
Over 1in 4 adults in Scotland face challenges related to reading, writing and numbers, this reduces
their earning potential by approximately 7.1% compared with those who have a basic level of
literacy, showing that the support of skilled school librarians at a young age is vital. The fact that
nearly 1 in 10 Scottish children do not have a book of their own at home and that the number of
children who enjoy reading has fallen significantly recently makes their access to school libraries,
staffed by trained professionals, even more crucial.


http://www.cilips.org.uk/
https://www.cilips.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2024/11/Scottish-Government-Nov-2024-1.pdf
https://www.cilips.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2023/02/Scottish-Government-Feb-2023.pdf
https://www.cilips.org.uk/guide-to-campaigning-evidence/

Librarians are specialists in matters of media and information literacy, ethics, and censorship, and
with a recent rise of book banning requests it is vital that school librarians are in place in schools to
provide their expertise. With the continued growth of Generative Al, we have also seen how school
librarians can support this nationally.

We would urge you to take the steps outlined by Unison including a clear commitment to a properly
staffed library in every secondary school, a pause on further reductions, relocations, or “locking” of
library spaces and establishing a local minimum standard for school libraries—covering space, safe
access, stock, digital provision and staffing.

Yours Sincerely

Sean McNamara

Director, CILIP Scotland


https://www.sla.org.uk/Services/Public/News/Articles/2024/SoA,-CILIP-and-SLA-joint-statement-on-censorship-in-school-libraries.aspx#:~:text=A%20recent%20survey%20of%20school,which%20were%20about%20LGBTQ%2B%20subjects.
https://www.rgu.ac.uk/news/news-2024/7464-rgu-awarded-funding-to-improve-ai-skills-among-schoolchildren

